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English 1302 Research Paper Assignment


Please read all these instructions, or you may miss information that may severely affect your grade. 
A submission that does not meet requirements, especially source, citation, page count, packet order, and submission requirements, will not be graded and will not earn a passing grade. 

Objectives 
 To effectively articulate your position and persuade an audience, in essence to exhibit effective communication skills 
 To write a college-level research paper on a current, controversial issue and to exhibit effective critical thinking skills 
 To learn how to use online resources, namely the college database and approved (by your instructor) internet resources
 To learn how to use one print book as a source for a research paper
 To learn how to properly cite materials in MLA format in a research paper
 To demonstrate personal responsibility by correctly completing each step of the research paper and submitting each step in a timely manner
Task 
Write a five - page persuasive essay in which you take a position on a controversial issue.  This means that you must take a stand on an issue by being for or against a topic. Your topic choice must be approved by your professor. Refer to the list of approved research paper topics for choices that are given below.  In your essay, state and explain your position of your arguable issue. Your thesis should clearly express your position on the issue and should be supported with sufficient, detailed, and effective evidence. Use persuasive techniques to persuade your audience. Consider how you might use diction, tone, and rhetorical modes such as cause/effect, compare/contrast, definition, and exemplification to build your argument. Use three to five sources to clarify and support your argument. These sources may be from the college database or from approved (by your instructor) internet sources. 
Assignment Description

Write an essay of five pages that takes a position regarding an arguable issue. 
 
· Introduce an issue, providing background information for an uniformed reader, using content from reliable sources to create a clear context for your argument.

· Include a clearly stated thesis sentence that indicates your position regarding the issue.

· Support that thesis effectively with evidence from reliable resources, including quotations or paraphrases from the articles and indicating the ways that these authors may agree or disagree with each other.

· Refute other arguments against the stand you have taken, carefully stating and evaluating the opposing authors’ positions.

· Draw an informed conclusion based on all the items listed above.


· Include correct MLA citations inside the paper and at the end in a Works Cited.

· Make sure that your paper is written in strong sentences with correct English usage.

· Complete this essay in several stages (for example: pre-writing, drafting, or editing a draft) and submit the work for each of those stages by posted deadlines

On a separate sheet after your Works Cited page, write a 250+ word reflection addressing how your position and writing skills have grown over the course of doing your assignment, how you dealt with challenging concepts, and what you can do to further your knowledge in the future.



English 1302: Research Paper Topics ~ Select one of these approved topics
1. Global Warming 
After you make your research paper topic selection, write a research paper question. For example, if I were writing a research paper on abortion, an acceptable research paper question could be the following: Should abortion be legal in the United States?



Criteria for a Good Resource
Carefully review these criteria, so you can fully understand how to choose effective and 
correct sources for your paper.
Evaluation of researched sources is one kind of application for critical thinking skills (who, what, where, when, why and how). With any information source, the researcher must evaluate accuracy and possible bias. This is especially true when accessing information from the World Wide Web. Just because a writer finds information on the internet does not mean that the information is current, correct, or reliable.  People are frequently embarrassed when they quote a story as the truth only to learn later that they have repeated a myth or an urban legend found on the internet (Humphries 2000). 
When considering the objectivity of a Web site, ask yourself these questions about the source and then decide if the material is credible or if you should keep looking.
1. Was the source published within the last six months to a year?
2. Is the point of view of the individual or organization responsible for providing the information evident?
3. If there is an individual author of the material on the page, is this author’s point of view evident? Is it clear what relationship exists between the author and the person, company or organization responsible for the site?
4. Is the page free of advertising?
5. If the page includes advertising, is it clear what relationship exists between the advertiser and the business, organization, or person responsible for the contents of the page?
6. Is there a clear differentiation between the advertising and the information on the page?
7. Is there an explanation of the site’s policy relating to advertising and sponsorship?
8. For pages that have nonprofit or corporate sponsors, are the sponsors’ names clearly listed? Is additional information (or a link to additional information) provided about the nature of the sponsorship?
9. Does the author of the source appear to be biased, or is the author objective?
10. Is the source well-written and well-documented, or is the source poorly written and poorly documented?
11. Is the information disorganized or superficial; i.e., does the material appear to be compromised?

Essay Content Requirements 
1) Write a persuasive essay on an approved issue. If you write an essay on an issue that has not been approved by the professor, your essay may earn zero credit. 
2) Clearly state what the issue is. 
3) Discuss the significance of the issue. Why should people care? 
4) Discuss the background of the issue. Put it in a social, historical, legislative, and/or judicial context. For example, you may discuss a law or Supreme Court ruling. 
5) In your thesis statement, present your position on the issue, and sufficiently support your position with four or five major supporting reasons.
a)  Present reliable, current, accurate evidence. 
b) Mention the names of the major players, the organizations and/or people who support your position. For example, a paper about global warming may mention former vice president Al Gore who received a Nobel Prize for his work on global warming. A paper about gun control, may mention the National Rifle Association (NRA). 
6) Provide an interesting and attention - grabbing conclusion. The conclusion is the last information your reader will read, so make it memorable. 
Other Requirements 
1) Give your essay an interesting title (NOT “Smoking Ban Issue”). 
2) Word process the essay and use MLA format. 
3) Write a minimum of five pages. 
a) The page count does not include source information that is quoted, summarized, or paraphrased in your essay. 
b) This page count does not include the Works Cited page. 
c) Essays that do not meet the minimum number of required pages may not be graded or will have points deducted. 
4) Support your position with at least five well-developed body paragraphs and write a separate counter-argument (sixth) body paragraph, so you will write a minimum of six body paragraphs.
5) Use five sources, one of which must be a print book. 
a) Cite each source in your MLA formatted Works Cited page and within your essay (use in-text, parenthetical citations). 
b) Part of the research process is learning how to “weed out” unnecessary sources and to use the most “valuable” sources. Carefully choose sources that will provide the most useful information. 
c) Sources cannot be from encyclopedias or textbooks. 
ii) Sources cannot be from Wikipedia, Dictionary.com, blogs, discussion boards, or other unedited web sites. 
iii) If you use definitions from a dictionary, you must properly cite the dictionary within the essay and in the Works Cited page. However, the dictionary will NOT count as one of the required sources. You may not use definitions from sources that are not dictionaries; i.e., avoid Wikipedia or Dictionary.com or any “open” website. 
iv) If you are unsure about a source, please ask me. 
e) Use information from the actual text of the source, not from the abstract or summary, of the source. 
f) Please meet these source requirements. Essays that do not meet these source requirements may not be graded, resulting in a zero for the essay. 
6) MLA Formatted Citations: Use the current, 8th edition of MLA style. 
a) When you use quotations or paraphrases, include MLA formatted parenthetical references (in-text citations). Avoid using summaries in your paper. For online sources, use paragraph numbers in the in-text citations instead of page numbers. Write the number of each paragraph on your source. Then include the corresponding paragraph number in the in-text citations, e.g., (Smith, par. 12). 
b) Include an MLA formatted Works Cited page. This page should be placed at the end of your persuasive paper. For this class, write the word, Web, in your online entry on your Works Cited page rather than the entire URL.  
7) Your audience for your research paper is your instructor.
a) Avoid being overly formal. 
i) Work on creating clear, concise sentences. 
ii) Avoid being too wordy or overusing the thesaurus. 
iii) Some people are under the impression that using a high - level vocabulary (e.g. big, difficult, often obscure words) and long, excessively complicated sentences shows a high level of intelligence; however, using such words and sentences often shows the opposite. 
b) Avoid being too informal and conversational 
i) Do not use slang and clichés 
ii) Do not use contractions (can’t, wasn’t, hasn’t, and the like.)
iii) Do not use 1st and 2nd person pronouns (I, my, me, you, your, yours, yourself, yourselves, we, us, our, and ourselves.). Instead, use only third person (he, she, him her, and people’s names).
c) Examples 
i) Too formal/pretentious: In “How to date a Browngirl, Blackgirl, Whitegirl or Halfie,” a sexual instructive dialogue among teenagers, Diaz propagates a gallimaufry of issues apropos of his own cultural assimilation by deliberatively introducing such common but foreign customs; however, conterminously, Diaz attained to impress a true artistic value into such a simplest anecdote. (student example) 
(a) Notice how the awkward uses of vocabulary and wordy sentence structure make it difficult to understand the sentence. 
ii) Too Informal: Man, that Junot Diaz is a bad-ass cat. I really got his story about teenagers and that sex and culture stuff. In my opinion, it’s real hard to try to fit into a different place, you know? 
(a) Avoid being too informal because the audience may not seriously consider your ideas. 
iii) Okay: In “How to date a Browngirl, Blackgirl, Whitegirl or Halfie,” Junot Diaz tells a story of the difficulties of assimilating into a foreign culture. He uses a teenaged boy’s perspectives about dating to show how the teen struggles between American culture and his own Dominican culture. 
(a) This example is a clarified version of what the student might have been trying to express in Ex. 1. 
(b) Notice the vocabulary and more concise sentence structure in this example. 
8) The essay should be developed from your work for this class, including but not limited to the approved topic choice, approved research paper question, note “cards,” thesis and outline, rough drafts, hard evidence of peer editing, hard evidence of the use of tutoring, Works Cited page and Annotated Bibliography. Thus, your work on assignments like the outline should show your writing process and progress and the development of your ideas for this essay. 
9) Originality: In order to improve our writing skills, we must practice writing. Therefore, this essay should be written specifically for this class; it should not be work that has been submitted to another class. Credit will not be given for work that has been submitted to another class, institution, publication, or venue. 
10) Academic Honesty: Some of the major goals of this class are to help you improve your writing and to help you better articulate your ideas. This essay should be original work written by you. If your essay contains plagiarism-- even if it is just one phrase or sentence-- you will earn a failing grade for the essay and possibly for this course. Take pride and responsibility for your work and do it yourself. 

Submission Requirements 
For this assignment, you will submit your entire research paper packet as one assignment.  See the research paper check list below for details. 


Please carefully highlight and submit your sources. If source requirements are not met, the essay will not be graded, which means your essay will earn a zero. 

Advice 
 Start working early on this essay. If you get stuck, contact me or a tutor at the Student Success Center in the College Library or Smarthinking.com.
 Sample Essay: A sample research paper is in your required textbook, Everyone’s an Author, Chapter 27, pages 574 – 590. Very carefully read this sample research paper.
 You may enhance your essay by including two or three images in your paper. See the images in the sample research paper in your course textbook, Everyone’s an Author, pages. 574 – 590 for details on the correct documentation of an image source in a paper. 

 Revising & Editing: Most writers do not complete their work in one draft. Most writers do several revisions. Yes, writing requires hard work, but you can improve if you put in the effort. :o)
o After you write your first draft, spend some time (at least an hour) away from your draft. Then go back and read it out loud with fresh eyes. Reading out loud may help you catch some mistakes that you may miss if you read silently. 
o Check your draft with this list of essay requirements. Make sure your essay meets all the requirements. 
o Get a tutor’s advice: You are required to submit your rough draft to the College Tutoring Center in the library (the Student Success Center), or you can use Smarthinking. Com located in the course website in Blackboard. If necessary, you may use both kinds of tutors. A tutor at the Student Success Center will provide some suggestions on how to improve your essay.  No appointments are necessary at the Student Success Center. Be sure to submit your draft early enough (whether you use a face-to-face tutor or Smarthinking.com) to allow time for your revisions.  The turn - around time for Smarthinking.com is usually 24 to 48 hours. 
Here are some caveats for you:
o All required parts of this essay assignment must be submitted by their deadlines. If you do not submit a required part (e.g., your note cards), your essay will not be graded. If any required part is submitted after the deadline, the whole essay submission is considered late. Please pay careful attention to the deadline.
[bookmark: _Hlk499479434]o Make sure that 80% of your paper is pure argument (original text), and that no more than 20% of your essay is borrowed material (quotes or paraphrases). Make sure that your rough draft has no more than 20 % borrowed material, by using quotes and paraphrases sparingly, thus ensuring that your paper can be acceptable and ready for grading. 
o Revise your essay several times.
o Check that your citations are in MLA format. 
o Use the grammar and spell checker of your word processor. 
o Double-check that your essay is in MLA format. 
o Reread your essay and make any other modifications. 
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